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BEFORE THE

LNITED STATES OF AMERICA
FEDERAL COMMlJNICATIOl\S COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

Now comes JOSEPH J. GENTU~E , of .JOSEPH .J. GENTILE INCORPORATED,
licensee ofWJJG AM1530, ELMHURST, ILLINOIS, an AM daytime facility,
presenting the following

PETITION FOR RI TLEMAKING

WHEREAS" Standard Broadcast (AM) stations operating with only daytime
authority are placed under severe and lmdue competitive restraints as compared to full­
time licensees and..

WHEREAS, a high percentage of AM daytime licensees cause or receive
interference in excess of the commission's current standards and,

WHEREAS, licensees of standalone AM facilities (AM broadcast facilities who do
not hold a companion license for an FM facility m the same market) are at a competitive
disadvantage compared to I'M broadcast licensees,

THEREFORK, the following PFITTION HJR RUI,EMAKING is submitted
proposing modification of Part 73 of the commissum's rules and regulations:

C[)LenJf'atson



i~ . ,All itaAdalone AM daytime-only licensees shall be

.p.rllitted to file for operation of a full time FM

faoility, the city!1e.) of license of which shall be

identical to that of the existing AM facility, pro­

v1ded thll t :

A. the effective radiated power and FM antenna

height above average terrain of the pro-·

po••d FMoperation shall be regUlated such

that the 3.16 rav/II coverage area shall be

equal tp or 1eS8 than the 5 ltv/_ contour of

the current AM operation. In cases Where

the AM facility operates utilizing a

directional antenna, the area encompasses by

thepropo.ed FM's 3.16 .v/m contour shall

not exce.d the equivalent area of the 5 IIv!m

c9ntour a. eXhibited in the standard pattern

of auch directional AM facility.

B. should no n! cnannel be avaUable - in

accordance with current commercial FM

broadcaat:mileage separatlon regulations ­

which would perrott operation at such

equlvalent po¥er levels, applicants may, with

proper .howlng, apply for and be granted a

l ••••r .ffeotive radiated power level and/or

lower height above average terrain.

1. such ·proper showing shall be demonstrated

by the applicant through the submission

'l I,



of appropriate data which shall support

the ability of the proposed FM facility

to operate consistent with and compliant

With .ectlon 73.509 (Prohibited overlap)

and ••ction 13.S01{c)(1) (Minimum dis-

taneeseparations between stations) of

the co01ls10n' s rules and regulations

governing noncom••rcial educational rM

broadeast stations.

D. Th. 1I1n1mu. operaUng power for such appli­

oationa shall be 100 watts effective radiated

pOwer.

I. Application. shall specify a nondirection­

al FM antenna system.

II. Applicants vranted'liceris•• under the above proposed

rules, where the AM facility neither causes nor receives

interference under .the current rules, including appli­

cation of the· so-called "ratohet clausell may continue

op.rate bothfacil1tles on It permanent basis, provided

that, upon i.auence ot a lIcense for PM operation,

11c.n••• ·s AM andFM operations shall be considered one

facility; ne1tber shaUb. lold or otherwise transferred

1n whola ortn part s.par.t.l~· from the other.

III. Applicants granted licenses under the above proposed

rule. Whose AM fac111tle:s currently cause or receive

int.rference in exc••s of the maximum speoified in the



current rules, including application of the so-called

"ratchet clause" shall have three years from the date

of grant of such FM license either to:

A'. reduce the power of the AM facUHy to that level

nece••aryto eliminate interference to/from other

B. surrender the AM licen88 to the commies ton for

<:lanceUation•.

IV~ In Instanca. where applicant propose••ounting of
,.,

I'M ant.nna .y.tail in such a Ilanner as to not require

air navigation hazard study, e.g., side mounting

on an exlating tower or at heights exempt from

air hazard ob.truotlonmarklng and/or lighting,

such applicant.ball, under the above proposed
.' ,

rule., upem ICc.p,tlne,ltar filing by the com-

m1.,10n of saId application, be permitted to

begIn la••dlate c~nltructlon and operation of

8uch facility at the applied for height above

average terrain a~d ata powlr level of one­

quarter of the appll.d~for effective radiated

power (one-half the f1eld intensity) pending

final approval ot the coaplete application by

thecollimisllion, provlded that, such application

shall be cert1fl·.d by two independent engineers,

both of wholl8hall attest to the accuracy of the

data .uba1tteC1 and rurth.r provided that, such

data shall includ. projected changes nec.ssary

II!



.. to the AHradlatlon system should the application

propose mounting of the 1M antenna in such a manner

a, to alter the radiation characteristics of any

element of the AM radiation syste~ and, further

.provlded that, ...tatelllent by applicant's engineering

coun.el addrelslngthe .ethods bY which applicant will

insure that the AM transJU1ssion system will be main­

tained within pt••Cfibed limits during construction

of the FM facility.. ror nondirectional radiators,

a atate••nt tbat the AM facility will operate usIng

a direct lIeaauring radio frequency power meter [section

73.S1{a)] or will operateuslng the indirect method

[••elion 73.51(d)~(.),(f) shall be sufficient. For

directional rad1ation ,ystems, such state.ent shall

·lnclude m.ethods proposed to insure operation wIthin

l1cen.ed power and pattern parameters, and further

provJded that, Ihould the commission's final review

of luch application determine tbat subllitted en91n­

e.rlnv data are in er~or with respect to barllful

Interferenceandtbat operatln9 at initial one-quarter

power as out11ned above, sUch station has been in

violation of the commisslon's interference 5tandards

(.ithe~ AM or FM), lucb applicant shall be considered, ,

~o have caused willful, harmful Intel'ference subject

to the commission's rUle. and policies.

V. One year following promulgation of the rules proposed

in this PETITION ,aect ion I , above, shall be

: I I:



1I0dlfled to read "... all standalone AM daytime-

only or !ulJti•• licenRees . II

.. VI. rILING FEE: A filing fee of one hundred dollars

.. (fl00) shal1accoJilpany each application and shall
be the only fee requIred in association with such

filing and Bubsequent grant I 9xcept that, should

the cOlllmlliil0n staff flnd the application defective

in any manner, it aay a••••s additional processing

.. f ••• up to $500 1n aggregate. Commission expenses

which would r'lul~ in faa8 in excess of $SOO shall

re.ult in the appUcation being dismUsed.

VII. This PITI1101 further. reque.ts expedlt 10us at­

tention and procell.lng within the proposed rul.­

aaking proceeding.

A. Thi. PIOPOSID RULIM1IIlfG will

B.

aUg8ent the comml••10n l s and the industry's

. efforts to reduce; interference in the AM

broadcast band .

.ThisPROPOSID RULIMAKING will

provide.upport for numerous AM daytime station

operations who.e illil.diate survival is in danger:

·1. It w111'permlt operation durIng nighttime

houri.

11. It will provide a nominal voice on the FH

band leading to a more squal footing allong

. I



prospective listeners

Date

C This PROPOSED RULEMAKING will
not, in any way increase interference to or
from any existing station

D Self-cenification strengthened by harmful
mterference rules (I V, above \wi II abate the
commission's workload.
L o'Wl1ership shall be common to the AM and

already on file with the commission
It only engineering data need he considered.

For reasons cited above and given the gravltv ofthc economic
environment facing standalone daytime AM broadcast facilities,
JOSEPH J. GENTUJE, JOSEPH .J. (;E:"ITILE INCORPORATED,
licensee ofWJJ(; /\M1530, ELMRlJRST. ILIJNOIS, a standalone
daytime AM faCllltv enter this PFT1TION hefore the commission.

Should the commiSSion find f()f this PETITtON, JOSEPH J. GENTILE
INCORPORATED will proceed with all due speed to file for, construct
and operate a companion PM facility at FU\1HtRST, ILLINOIS.

Respectfully submitted,

i osep
Presi .
Josep J.. Gentile Incorporated
W.J.JG-r\~n530

()Len Watson /997


